Transylvania

colonists who came from Germany, the Saxons. The Magyar group had at
its head a voievode; the colonists, whose centre was at Nagy-Szeben, a count
called in German Sachsengrqf. The German colonists had come from
Flanders, or from the Saxon provinces. In 1224 a royal privilege of
Andrew II had gathered them into a single group subject to a single
tribunal (unus populus sub uno iudlce\ the universitas Saxonum de Sibino.
The special organisation under which the Saxons lived was to acquire
considerable importance in the period after I5%6 when the province of
Transylvania formed an independent principality.